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Jon iii. 7. 
Ye muſt be born again. 


7. ts F any, doctrines within the whole compaſs of 
1 chriſtianity may be properly termed funda- 
mental, they are doubtleſs thele two, the doctrine 
of Juſtification, and that of the New Birth : the 
former relating to that great work, which God does 
for us, in forgiving our ins; Me latter, to the great 
work, which God does zn us, in renewing our fal- 
len nature, In order of time, neither of theſe is be- 
fore the other: in the moment we are juſtihed by 
the grace of God, through the' redemption that is 
in Jeſus, we are alſo born of the, Spirit + but in order 
of thinking, as it is termed, juſtification precedes 
the new birth, We firſt conceive his wrath to be 
turned away, and then his Spirit to work in our 
hearts. | ; 

2, How great importance then mult it be of to 
every child of man, thoroughly tounderſtand theſe 
fundamental doctrines? From a full convittion of 

this, many excellent men have wrote very largely 
conterning juſtification, explaining every point re- 
lating thereto, and opening the ſcriptures which 
treat upon it. Many likewiſe bave wrote on the. 
new birth; and ſome of them largely enough; but 
yet not ſo clearly as might have been deſired; nor 
ſo deeply and accurately: having either given a 
dark, abſtruſe acgount of it, or a flight and ſuper- 
ficial one. Therefore a full, and at the ſame time, 
a clear account of the new birth ſeems to be want- 
ing.ſtill;. ſuch as may enable us to give a ſatisfac- 
tory anſwer to theſe three queſtions, Firſt, Why muſt 
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we be born again? What is the foundation of this 
doctrine of the new birth? Secondly, How muſt wet 
be born again? What is the nature of the News». 
Birth ? And, Thirdly, wherefore muſt we be born 
again? To what end is it neceſſary? Theſe queſ- 
tions, by the aſſiſtance of God, I thall briefly and 
plainly anſwer, and then ſubjoin a few inferences 
which will naturally follow, | | 


I. 1. And Firſt, why muſt we be born again? 
What is the foundation & this dottrine ? The 
foundation of it lies near as deep as the creation of 
the world: in the ſcriptural account whereof we 
read, * And God, the three-one God, ſaid, Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeneſs. So Gud 
created man in his ozon image, in the image of God 
created he him not barely in hrs natural image, a 
picture of his own immortality, a {piritual being, 
endued with underſtanding, freedom of will, and 
various affections: nor merely in his politicalimage, 
the governor of this lower world, having domintion 
over the fiſhes of the fea, and over all the earth; but 
chiefly in his moral wage, which according to the 
Apoſtle, is + righteouſneſs and true holineſs. In this 
image of God was man made, God is love: ac- 
cordingly man at his creation was full of love: 
which was the ſole principle of all his tempers, 
thoughts, words, and actions. God is full of juſtice, 
mercy and truth: ſo was man as he came from the 
hands of his Creator. God is ſpotlefs purity : and 
ſo. man was in the beginning pure from every ſin- 
ful blot. Otherwiſe God could not have pro- 
nounced him, as well as the other works of his 
hands, $ very good. This he could not have been, 
had, he not been pure from {ing and filled with 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs, For there is na 
medium: if we ſuppoſe an intelligent creature, not 
to love God, not to be righteous and holy, we ne- 
r Tappaſs Him not to be good at all ; much 
leſs to be very good. E 


Gen. i 46, 27," + Eph, iv. 24. + Cen i. 91. 
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2. But a 


there fore created able to ſtand, and yet liable to 
Fall, And this God himſelf apprized him of, and 
gave him a folemn warning againft it, Never- 
theleſs man did not abide in honour : he fell from his 
high eſtate, He ate of the tree whereof the Lord 
had commanded him, thou ſhalt not eat thereof. B 


this wilful act of diſobedience to his Creator, this 


flat rebellion againſt his Sovereign, he openly de- 
clared, that he would no longer have God to rule 


over him: that he would be governed by his 


own will, and not the will of him that 
created himy and that he would not ſeek his 


happineſs in God, but in the world, in the 
works of his hands, Now God had told him 


before, In the day that thou eateſt of that fruit, thoy 
Halt furely die. And the word of the Lord cannot 
be broken. Accordingly. in that day be did die: 
he died to God, the moſt dreadful of all deaths, 
He loſt the life of God: he was ſeparated from 
nim, in union with whom his ſpiritual life con- 
fiſted, The body dies, when it 1s ſeparated from 
the Toul; the ſoul, when it is ſeparated from God, 
But this ſeparation from God Adam ſuſtained in 
the day, the hour he ate of. the forbidden fruit, 
And of this he gave immediate proof; preſently - 
mewing by his behaviour, that the love of God was 
extinguiſhed in hjs ſoul, which was now alienated 
From the life of God. Inſtead of this, he was now 
under the power of ſervile fear, ſo that he fled 
from the preſence of the Lord, Yea, fo little did he 
retain even of 4 eds of him, who fillech 


Heaven anUeanh; that ke endeavoured to * Aide tm - 


£ Tron the Lord God, among the trees of the garden. 


© Had he 1oft both the knowledge and the love of 


God, without which the image of God could not 
ſubſiſt. Of this therefore he was deprived at the 
5 Gen, iii. 8. . 
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gh man was made in the image of 
God, yet he was not made immutable, This would 
have been inconfiftent with that ſtate of trial, in 
which God was pleaſed to place him. He was 
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ſame time, and became unholy as well as unhappy- 


In the room of this, he ſunk into pride and ſelf- 
will, che very image of the devil, and into ſenſual 
2 and deſires, the image of the beaſts that 
eriſh. 
7 3. If it be ſaid,· Nay, but that threatening, In the 
day that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die, re- 
fers to temporal death and that alone, to the death 
of the body only; the anſwer is plain; to affirm 
this, is flatly and palpably to make God a liar: to 


aver that the God of truth poſitively afhrmed a 


thing contrary to truth. For it is evident, Adam 
did not die in this ſenſe, in the day that he ate thereof. 
He lived in the ſenſe oppoſite to this death, above 
nine hundred years after, So that this cannot poſ- 
ſibly be underſtood of the death of the body, 
without impeaching the veracity of God. It muſt 
therefore be underſtood of {piritual death, the loſs 
of the life and image of God. of. 

4. And in Adam all died, all. human-kind, all the 
children of men who were then in Adam's loins. 


The natural conſequence of this 1s, that every one 


deſcended from him, comes into the world ſpiri- 
tually dead, dead to God, wholly dead in fin e en- 
tirely void of the life of God, void of the image of 
God, of all that T:ghteouſneſs and holineſs, wherein 
Adam was 8 Inſtead of this, every man 
born into the world, now bears the image of the 
devil, in pride and ſelf-will; the image of the beaſt, 
in ſenſual appetites and defires. This then. is the 
foundation of the new birth, the entire corruption 
of our nature. Hence it is, that being born in ſin, 
we muſt be born again. Hence every one that is 


born of a woman, muſt be born of the Spirit of 
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II. 1. But how muſt a man he born again? What 
is the nature of the new birth? This is the ſecond 
queſtion. And a queſtion it is, of the higheſt mo: 
ment that can be conceived. We ought not therefore 
in fo weighty a concern, to be content with a ſlight 
enquiry ; but to examine it with all poſſible care, 
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and de potider it in our hearts, till we fully under- 


ftand this important point, and clearly ſee, how we 
#re to be born again. | 

2. Not that we are to expect any minute, philo- 
ſophical account of the manner how this is done. 
Our Lord ſufficientiy guards us againſt any ſuch 
expeQation, by the words immediately following 


the text: wherein he reminds Nicodemus of as 


mdifputable a fact, as any in the Whole compaſs of 
fature: which, notwithftanding, the wiſeſt man 
wnder the ſun is not able” fully to explain, The 
wind viowedh where it liſtetn, not by thy power or 
wifdom, und Mou heareft the found thereof : thou art 
abfotutely aflured, beyond all doubt, that it doth 


blow. But thou canſt not tell whence it cometh, nei- 


ther whither it porth. The precife manner how it 
begins and ends, riſes and falls, no man can tel}, 
Sd is every one that is born 'of the Spirit. Thou 
mayſt be as abſolutely aſſured of the faQ, as of the 
blowing of the Wind; but the preciſe manner how 
it is done, how 'the Holy Spirit works this in the 
foul, neither thou nor the wifeſt of the children of 
men is able to explain. | | 

3. However it ſufkces for every retional and 
ehriſtian purpoſe, that without deſcending into 
eurious, critical enquiries, we can give a 23 
foriptural account of the nature of the new birth. 
This will Tatisfy every reaſonable - man, who de- 
fires only the ſalvation of his foul. The ex- 

reſſion, being born again, was not firſt uſed by our 
Lord in his converſation with Nicodemus, It wes 
well known before that time, and was in common 
uſe among the Jews, when our Saviour appeared 


among them, When an adult heathen was con- 
vinced, that the jewiſh religion was of God; and 
dehred to join therein, it was the cuſtom to bap- 


tize him firſt, before he was admitted to citcum- 
ciſion. And when he was baptized, he was {aid 


to be born again: by which they meant, that he 


who. was before a child of the devil, was now 


adqpied into the family of God, and accounted one 
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of his children, This expreſſion therefore which 
Nicodemus being a teacher in Tfrad, ought to have 
underſtood well, our Lord uſes in copveriing with 
him: only in a ſtronger ſenſe than he was accuf- 
tomed to. And this might be the reaſon cf his 
aſking, how can thee things be ? They cannot be 
literally, A man cannot enter a fecond time wo | 
tis mother's womb, and be born, But they may, ſpi- 
ritually. A man may be born from above, born of 
God, born of the Spirit : in a manner which bears 
a very near analogy to the natural birth. | 

4. Before a child is born into the world, he has 
eyes, but ſees not: he has ears, but does not hear, 
He has a very imperfett uſe of any other ſenſe. He 
has no ade of any of the things of the world 
o any natural underſtanding. To that manner 
exiſtence which he then has, we do not even give 
the name of life, It is then only when a man is 
born, that we ſay he begins to live. For as ſoon 
as he is born, he begins to ſee the light, and the 
various objects with which he is encompaſſed, His 
ears arethen opened, and he hears the ſounds which 
ſucceſſively ſtrike upon them. At the lame time all 
the other organs of {errſe begin to be exerciſed upon 
their proper objects. He likewife breathes and 
hives in a manner wholly different from what he 
did before, How exactly doth the parallel hold, 
in all. theſe inftances? While a man is in a mere 
natural ſtate, before he is born of God, he has, in a 
ſpiritual ſenſe, eyes and fees not; a thick HOT: 

ars 


trable veil lies them. He has ears, but 


not; he is utterly deaf to what he is moſt of all 
concerned to hear. His other ſpiritual fenſes are 
all locked up; he is in the ſame condition as if he 
had them not. Hence he has no knowledge of 
God, no intercourſe with him; he is not st all 
acquainted with him. He has no true knowledge 


- of the things of God, either of fpiritual or eternal 


things. Therefore though he is a living man, he 
is a dead chriftian. But as ſoon as he is born of 
God, there is a total change in al theſe particulers, 
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life of God in the ſoul. is ſuſtained; and the child 


(8) \ 


The eyes of his underſtanding are opened (ſuch is the 


language of the great Apoſtle :) and he who of old 
commanded light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhining on 
his heart, he lees the light of the glory of God, his" 

lorious love, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, His ears 
Being opened, he is now capable of hearing the 


inward voice of God, ſaying, be of good cheer, thy 


ins are forgiven thee + go and fin no more. This is 
the purport of what God ſpeaks to his heat: al- 
though 3 not in chele very words. He is 
now ready to hear whatſoever he that teacheth man 
knowledge is PRs from time to time to reveal to 
him. He « eels in his heart (to uſe the language 
of our Church) the mighty working of the Spirit of 
God:“ not in a groſs, carnal ſenſe, as the men of 
the world ſtupidly and wilfully miſunderſtand te 
expreſſion: though they have been told again and 
again, we mean thereby neither more nor lefs than 
this—he feels, is inwardly ſenſible of the graces, 
which the Spirit of God works in his heart, He 
feels, he is conſcious of a peace which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding. He many times feels ſuch a joy in 
God, as 1s unſpeakable and full of glory, He feels 
the love of God ſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt which is given unto him. And all his ſpiritual 
ſenles are then exerciſed to diſcern ſpiritual good and 


* evil, By the uſe of theſe he is daily increaling in 
the knowledge of God, of Jeſus Chriſt whom he 


hath ſent, and of all the things pertaining to his 
inward kingdom, And now he may be properly 
ſaid to live: God having quickened him by his 
Spirit, he is alive to God through Jeſus Chriſt, He 
lives a life which the world knoweth not of, a 
life which is kad with Chriſt in God. God is con- 
tinually breathing, as it were, upon his ſoul, and 
his ſoul is breathing unto God, Grace is deſcend- 
ing into his heart, and prayer and praiſe aſcending” 
to heaven, And by this mtercourſe between 
God and man, this fellowſhip with the Father and 
the Son, as by a kind of ſpiritual reſpiration, the 


of. 
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of God grows pp, till he comes to the full meafure 
of the ftature of Chriſt. 357 
E 5. 


rom hence it manifeſtly appears, what is the 
nature of the new birth, It is that great change 
which God works in the ſoul, when he brings ut 


into life; when he raiſes it from the death of fin, 


to the life of righteouſneſs. It is the change 
wrought in the whole ſoul by the r er Spirit 
of God, when it is created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, 
when it is renewed after the emage of God, in righ- 
teouſneſs and true 2 when the love of the 
world is changed into the love of God, pride into 
humility, paſhon into meekneſs; hatred, envy, 


malice, into a fincere, tender, diſintereſted love 


for all mankind. In a word, it is that change 


| whereby the earthly, ſenſual, deviliſi mind is turned 


into the mind which was in Chrilt Jeſus, This is. | 
the nature of the new birth, So is every one that id 
born of the Spirit. | ; W 

III. 1. It is not difficult for any whe bas con- 
Edered theſe things, to ſee the neceſſity of the ne˙ 
birth, and to anſwer the third queſtion, wherefore,' 


to what end is it neceſſary that we ſhould be born 


again ? It is very eaſily diſcerned, that this is ne- 
ceſſary, firſt, in order to holineſs. For what is 
holineſs, according to the oracles of God? Not a 
bare external religion, a round of outward duties, 
how many ſoever they be, and how exactly fever 
performed. No: goſpel-holineis is no leſs than the 
2mage of God ſtamped upon the heart. It 28 00 
other than the whole mind which was in Chriſt 
Jeſus. It conſiſts of all heavenly affcftions and 
tempers mingled together in one. It implies fuck 

conti | ul love, 20 him who bath not 
with - hell from us his Son, hisenly Son, as makes if 
natural, and in a manner neceſſary to us, to out 


every child of man: as fills us with vowels o 


merctes, $indneſs, gentlenef fuffering. It is 
a love of G as EN Lt ta all . 
manner of converſation; as enables us to preſent 


our 


(0 


our ſouls and bodies, all we are, apd all we have, 
all our thoughts, words and aQtions,' a continual 
ſacrifice to God, acceptable through Chriſt Jeſus, 


Now this holineſs can have no exiſtence, till we 


are renewed in the image of our mind. It cannot 


commence in the ſoul, till that change be wrought, 
till by the power of the higheſt overſhadowing us 


we are brought from darkneſs to light, from the power 
of Satan uno God: that is, till we are born again: 
which therefore is abſolutely neceſſary in order to 
holineſs, 88 


2. But without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, 


ſhall ſee the face of God in glory. Of couſequence 


the new birth is abſolutely neceſſary, in order to 
eternal ſalvation, Men may indeed flatter them- 


ſelves (fo deſperately wicked and ſo deceitful is 


the heart of man !) that they may live in their fins 
till they come to the laſt gaſp, and yet afterwards 


live with Cod. And thouſands do really believe, 
that they have found a broad way which leadeth not - 


to deſtruction. What danger, ſay they, can a wo- 
man be in, that is ſo harmleſs and io virtuous P 
What fear is there that ſo honeſt a man, one of ſo 
ſtri& morality, ſhould miſs of heaven? Eſpecially, 
if over and above all this, they: conſtantly attend 
on church and ſacrament. One of theſe wilt aſk 
with all aſſurance, 4+ What, ſhall not I do as well 
as my neighbours ?” Yes, as well as your unholy 
neighbours: as well as your neighbours that die in 
their fins, For you will all drop into. the pit to- 
gether, into the nethermoſt hell. You will all he 


together in the lake of fire, the lake of fire burning 


with brimſtone. Then, at length you will ſee (but 
God grant you may ſee it before !) the neceſſity of 
| Holineſs in order to glory; and conſequently, of 
the new birth, fince none can be holy, except he 
be born again. [ 2 EY 

3. For the ſame reaſon, except he be born again, 


none can be happy even in this world. For it is not 


poſlible, in the nature of things, that a man ſhould 
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be happy, who is not holy. Even the poor un- 


godly poet could tell us, 


Nemo malus felix: 


No wicked man is happy. The reaſon is plain. 
All unholy tempers are uneaſy tempers. Not only 
malice, hatred, envy, jealouſy, revenge, create a 


Preſent hell in the breaſt; but even the ſofter paſ- 


ſions, if not kept within due bounds, give a thou- 
{and times more pain than pleaſure, Even hope, when 
deferred (and how often muſt this be the caſe ?) 


 maketh the heart” ſick. And every deſire, which is 


not according to the will of God, is liable to pierce 
us through with many forrows, And all thole ge- 
neral ſources of. fin, pride, ſelf-will and idolatry, 


are in the ſame proportion as they prevail, general 


ſources of miſery. Therefore as long as thele reign 


in any foul, happineſs has no place there, But 


they muſt reign, till the bent of our nature is 
changed, that 1s, till we are born again, Conſe- 
quently, the new b:rth is ablolutely neceſſary in 
order to happineſs in this world, as well as in the 
world to come, | 


* 
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IV. 1 propoſed ih the laſt place, to ſubjoin afew 


.inferences which naturally follow from the prece- 


ding obſervations. v7 
1 And,:firſty It follows that baptiſm is not the 
new- birth': they are not one and the ſame thing. 
Many indeed ſeem to imagine, they are. juſt the 
ſame : at leaſt, they ſpeak as if they thought ſo: 
but I do not know, that this opinion is publicly 
avowed, by any denomination of chriſtians what- 
ever. ' Certainly it is not by any within theſe kin 

doms whether of the eſtabliſhed church, or of thoſe 
who diſſent from it, The judgment of the latier is 
clearly declared, in their + large Catechiſm: . 


1 What are the parts of a ſacrament ? A, The parts 


+ Q. 16g. 163. „ 13 822 
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| of. a ſacrament are two; the one, an outer”. 


SF 
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ſenſible ſign; the other an inward and N 7 


grace thereby ſignified. What is baptiſm 
tiſm is a Gagrament; w w Chriſt hath or- 


fv eg by his Spirit.” Here it is mamfeſt} 
the ſign, is ſpoken of as diſtin from dcge· 


25 4 the thing ſigniſted. 


- In the Church-catechiſm likewiſe, the ene 


__ of our Church is declared with the wiz clara, | 


„What meaneſt thou by this word, facrament? 1 
mean an outward and viſible fn of an inward 
and ſpiritual grace. What is the outward part, or 
form in baptiſm? Water, wherein the perſon is 
baptized, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, What is the inward part, or thing ſignified ? 
A death unto fin, and a new birth unto righteouſ- 
neſs.” Nothing therefore is plainer, that, . aceord- 


ing to the Church of England, baptiſm is not the 


new birth, 

But indeed the reaſon of the thing is ſo clearand 
evident, as not to need any other authority, For 
what car be more plain, than that the one ig an 
external, the other an internal work ? That the one 
is a viſible, the other an inviſible thing, and there- 
fore . wholly different from each other: the one 
| being, an-a& of man, purifying the body; the other, 
a change wrought by God in the ſoul. So that the 
farmer is juſt as di 
the ſoul from the „er water from the Hely 
Ghoſt. 

. Aſccondinference, which we may draw from 
whhat has been obſerved, is, that the new birth is not 


.. the ſame with en en. This is indeecktaken 


for graniad ma articularly by an eminent 
aL in 1 on 1 and 
Grows of Chriftian Regeneration.” To wave ſe- 
veral other weighty -objettions, which might be 
wade to that tratt, this is a palpable one: it all along 
ſp eaks of re eneration as a progreſſive. work, cax- 


ned on in the ſoul by flow degrees, from the time 


uiſhable from the latter, as 


I 
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| e the waſhing with water, to be a ſign and al 
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arſt turning to, God, This, is undeniably 


of our felt, 4 
tue of ſanctification; hut of regeneration, the 


a Nen, it is not true, This is à part of ſantti- 
fklcation, not the whole; it is the gate of it, the en- 


1 trance into it. When we are born again, then 
8 | our ſanftification, our inward and outward holis, 
A neſs, begins. And thenceforward we aregradually 
1 . up in him, wha is our. Head. This expreſ-: 

fion rite Apoſtle admirably illuſtrates the differ- 


ence between one and the other, and farther points 
aut the exact analogy there is between natural and 
WIC > ſpiritual things. A child is born of a woman in a- 
moment, or at leaſt in a very ſhort time, Afterward, 

© he gradually and ſlowly grows, till he attain to the 


1 
Mw 
* 


| 
12 ſtature of a man. In like manner, a child is born: 
| ek God in a ſhort time, if not in a moment. But, 


if is by low degrees that he afterward grows up to 
the meaſure of the full ſtature of Chriſt, The ſame. 
relation therefore, which there is between our na- 
| **tural- birth and our growth, there is alſo between 
du new birth and our ſandtification. n 
N 5 ne. point more we may learn from the pre- 
ceding obſervations. But it is a point of ſo great: 
importance, as may excuſe the conſidering it the 
| more carefully, and profecuting it at ſome length, 
wg What muſt one who loves the ſouls of men, and is 
4 grieved that any of them ſhould periſh, ſay to one 

whom he fees living in ſabbath- breaking, drunken; 
| neſs, or any ather wilful fin? What can he ſay, if 
the foregoing obſervations are true, but you muſt be 
. Vorn again. No, ſays a zealous man, that can- 
1 not be. How can you talk ſo uncharitably to 
71 the man ? Has he not been ba tized already ? He 

. cannot be born again now.“ Can he not be born 
again? Do you affirm this ? Then he cannot bo 

ſaved. Though he be as old as Nitodemus was, yet 

3 5 he be born again, e cannot fee the kingdom... 
of God, Therefore in ſaying, „he cannot be born 
again,“ you in effect deliver him over to damnation, 
And where lies the uncharitableneſs now On my 
_ . fide, or on yours? I ay. he may be horn again, 
ES | . >: tand 
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But pe g pimfelf, to whom 1 lt 
an e oft be barn 1255 102 
taught tor f y 125575 er ack d N need, 
not den Ns | ain, when 1* wa: 
baptized. at? Woe 5 15 bh ve me deny tm) 


baptiſm?” x anſwer, fitft, there is nothing A 


ſay to an open Tinn: Fs ou have heen baptize 
do net own N. Hou 50 bi gully i * 1 e 
your . wil it * reaf dam. 
nation Were you devoted to God at fr ht days 
old, and have boy keen” all the fe years devoting 
yourſelf to the devil? Were you, oy n before you 
d the uſe of ' Teafon; con ecrated God the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the! Holy Ghoſt?” —_ Hays you 


ever fince you had the ufe of it, been in the 
"ae face of God, and . yourſe bog tan 7 
olatian, the No of 


Does the AMA Lia "of 
fooliſh defire, and; a. 


the world, pride, anger, 
whole train of vile affeaions, ſtand Where i it oug ht 
not?” Habe you fet up all * accutſed thing | 
| that ſoul; Which way rn temple 0 of the' Holy G * 
1 Ser apart for a habitatjon . of God thr ough the 8 writes 
3 Yea, ſolemnly given up 10 him? Ani 3007 875 
* in this, that ybu once belonged to 8 
_ aſhamed!” Blüm! Hide 50 ent in the earth! 1 
Never boaſt wore of what cught to fill” you with' 
confuſion,” to 9 1 55 y u aſhamed be foxę God ard. 
man! F Fanſwer FH" , You have already denied 
your 2 m; 15 t in the moſt effedkuaf man- 


nd th | 
ner. By de aied 3 3” a thoufand and a 


| touſand 6 nies? "nd vo .do 10 fein Jay by. — 


| N i For i in your bapt iſm, you renounced the devil ang. | 


All his works. Whenever therefore 'you give 
to him a whenever } ou do any of the works 125 
5 MY devi el then, You! deny L dei Therefore 
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heaven which can exciſe 7 2 lie. Otherwiſe 1 ſhould. - 0 
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i 
you deny it by avory will, fin: by every ag of 


__  ungleanneſy, drunkenneſs, oT revenga z by every 


gene or profane word by every oath that 
meg out of your mouth. time you profane 
* of the Lord, you thereby deny your bap · 
tim: yea; every time you do any thing te another, 
which. you- would unt he ſhould do te you. 1 
anſwer, ' thirdly, be you baptized or unbaptized, 
you muſt be born again, Otherwiſe it is nos. 
poſſible. you ſhould be inwardly hely: end 'withe 
out inward as well as outward holineſs, you cannot 
happy even in this world: much leſs in the 
world to come, Do you ſay, © Nay, but I do no 
harm to any man: I am honeſt and juſt in all my 
dealings; I do not curſe or take the Lord's name 


ni vain; I do not profane the Lord's day: Iam no 


drunkard: I do not ſlander my neighbour, nor live 
in any wilful ſin,” If this be ſo, it were much to 
be wiſhed, that all men went as far as you do. But 
you muſt go farther yet, or you cannot be ſaved 2 
ſtill you muſt be born again. Do you add, I do 
go farther yet; for I not only do no harm, but do 
all the good I can: I doubt that fact; I fear you 
have had a thouſand apportunities of doing good, 
which you have ſuffered to paſs by unimproved, 
and for which therefore you are accountable to 
God. But if you had improved them all, if you 
really had done all the good you poſſibly could to 
n men, yet this does not at all alter the cafe : ſtill 


vou muſt be born again, Without this, nothin 


will do any good to your poor, ſinful, ollutcd® | 
foul, « Nay, Cut I conſtantly attend all the ordi- b 
nances of God: I keep to my church and ſacra- 

ment,” It is well you do. But all this will not 

keep you from hell, except you be born again. Go 

to church twice a day, go to the Lord's table every 

week, fay ever ſo many prayers in private, read 

ever ſo many good books, ſtill you muſt be born 
again: none of theſe things will ſtand in the place 

of the new birth; no, nor any thing under heaven. 

Let this therefore, if you have not already expe- : 
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Seel wie inward _ of God, be yer ds 
„ tifſbal prayer, Lord add this 10 all n 
0 

Ek me be born again. whatever thou 
but ny not this, ler g Lern r. wo 


- horn "of the Spit! Tos be a 2 Ns chile 2 

d ren of God. Let me be born, not / corryßtible ee“, 
but incorruptible, by the word ef God whith Vioeth aun 
abideth for ever. And then let me daily grow in 
grace, and in the on of n fer Lord are aviour! 
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